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INTRODUCTION
The Co-curricular Program is another important aspect of your educational experience at West Brook Middle School. You'll have opportunities to participate in a variety of activities that extend what you've been learning in classes, as well as in some new experiences you should enjoy. In addition, these enable you to work closely with students from other classes and grades and to work with faculty in a more informal setting.

GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
Our program includes three types of activities: Student Government; Club Programs; and Intramural Sports. I encourage you to participate in any that you find interesting.

Student Council, is your representative student group. The Student Handbook provides more information, and one of the special activities is explained in the next section.

You may join any of the clubs and intramural activities by signing up at the first meeting, which will be included in the daily announcements when meetings begin. Most activities meet weekly throughout the year, the club advisor will provide the details about the schedule.

Most activities also meet from 3:05 - 3:55 p.m., Tuesday through Thursday, with the exceptions noted in the descriptions. Late buses are available, leaving at 4:00 p.m., for those who normally are transported.  

Finally, new activities can be initiated if enough students are interested and can get a teacher sponsor. You can meet with me to discuss the procedures.

I encourage you to get involved in the activity of your choice and remain committed to the experience.

Beginning on the next page are descriptions of our clubs. Those marked with an asterisk (*) are the activities fifth graders are eligible to join.
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Dr. Nicholas Bernice

Vice Principal

DESCRIPTION OF CLUBS
*Art Club 
The Art Club is available for students who are interested in further developing skills learned in art class.  Wide ranges of projects are offered, such as painting, printmaking, paper mache and other materials.  The Art Club engages in activities that are not part of the regular visual arts curriculum.  After December, the Art Club meetings and activities focus solely on constructing and creating the scenery and props for the West Brook musical.

Bridge Club

The local Bridge association has volunteered to teach students how to play this century old game. Contract bridge, usually known simply as bridge, is a card game of skill and strategy. It is played by four players who form two partnerships; the partners sit opposite each other at a table. The game consists of play and mathematical hand scoring. 

Chefs Club
Chef's Club is open to students in Grades 6, 7, and 8.  We will prepare dishes that can be made quickly and easily.  The recipes will include some old favorites as well as some new ones.  We meet on Tuesdays in the foods room.
*Chess Club

The Chess Club is open to all students interested in chess or learning how to play chess.  The club meets on Wednesday in Room 24.

*Computer Club
The Computer Club is an activity for students who enjoy working with computers. At Computer Club meetings you can prepare homework assignments, practice keyboarding, or play challenging computer games.

*Creative Writing

The Creative Writing Club meets once a week.  The club is opened to 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th graders.  We talk, we laugh, we share…all about writing!  Members are free to write on their own topics, in whatever form they choose.  There is an opportunity to publish work in magazines, newspapers, and with book publishers who work with young people.  Opportunities are provided to display and share work throughout the year.

*Cultural Connection
This club is open to all grade levels, and is for anyone interested in learning more about the diverse cultural backgrounds that make up our school community. Meetings are dedicated to activities that educate students about cultural issues, and our goal is to appreciate diversity while at the same time celebrating what we have in common as human beings. 

*Digital Photography

The Digital Photography Club meets once a week in the Graphics Arts Lab. The club is open to all grade levels. Students on the yearbook staff and student newspaper are always welcome to attend meeting to gain skills in photography. All the photographic work is done with digital cameras and the use of the computer software. The Digital Photo Lab is both fun and educational. The skills acquired while in the club will last your lifetime.  Many of our member’s photographs are used in school publications.
REACT Club
The mission of REACT (Junior Rotary Club) is to promote goodwill, understanding and world peace through the active participation of its members, so that with committed citizenship and effective leadership, they may improve the quality of life throughout the world. 

Click here for field trip consent form
*Renaissance Society
The Renaissance Society is open to all students interested in participating in such cultural experiences as theater, music, art, gourmet dining and miscellaneous activities in and around New York City. These programs are in the evening.

School Musical 

This club is open to students in all grades.  There is a place for everyone who wants to be a part of this exciting and challenging group. Students who join the musical will have the opportunity to sing, act, and dance on stage.  Non-performers may join as members of the Stage Crew (7th/8th grade only), Tech Crew, Costume Crew, and Scenery Crew.  Auditions for performers are held at the end of October.  Students and their parents must sign a contract in which they agree to follow the rehearsal schedule and attend ALL rehearsals and performances.  A full rehearsal schedule is provided before students audition for the show.

Science Olympiad

The Science Olympiad Club at West Brook prepares for science tournaments against other schools in New Jersey.   The competitions follow the format of popular board games, TV shows and athletic games.  These tournaments are balanced between the various science disciplines of biology, earth science, chemistry, physics, computers and technology.  There are approximately 26 different events in the science competitions.  Some events include:  Balloon Race, Battery Buggy, Bridge Building, Egg Drop, Dynamic Planet, Mystery Architecture, Rocks and Minerals and Pentathlon.       
Ski Club
The Ski Club is designed to give you an opportunity to experience a winter sport you can enjoy for many years. No skiing experience or equipment is necessary to join. Preparation begins in October, and the season lasts as long as the snow. The club arranges supervision, lessons and rentals at various North Jersey ski areas. Trips are on evenings of school days.

*Student Council
The Student Council is the voice and decision-making organization for students. At regular meetings throughout the year, the students can make their voices heard through their representatives.  The Student Council sponsors many school-wide activities, such as asset building, service learning activities, and fundraisers.

*Student Newspaper
This club provides an opportunity for students interested in creative writing, art and business to put together a newspaper featuring school events.  Assignments include interviews and “covering” in-school and co-curricular events.

TV Club
This club is available to all students to televise the daily announcements and produce special features about our school. The action will take place in our TV studio next to the Metal Shop. There are exciting positions available in front of and behind the camera.

Yearbook

The Yearbook Club works on the production of a book that serves as a lasting memento of your years at West Brook. Work is done throughout the year both during and after school. Positions on the staff are open to any seventh or eighth grade student.

*Young Astronauts
This club will be of interest to those who enjoy science, especially rocketry and space.  The first half of the year is devoted to training for our trip to the Buehler Challenger and Science Center, where we will fly a simulated space mission called Rendezvous Comet Halley.  During the second half of the year, Young Astronauts will discover the principles of flight and apply this knowledge to building and launching their own rocket.

Flute Ensemble
The Flute Ensemble is a club offered to advanced flute players to assist them in developing their skills and to give students an opportunity to play in a group setting.

String Ensemble
The String Ensemble gives a select group of advanced string players the opportunity to play as a chamber group. They will improve in their skills such as sightreading, harmonization and improvisation. This group performs in community functions as well as school presentations.

Jazz Band

The Jazz Band is an ensemble offered to advanced musicians.  The goal is to introduce students to the different types of jazz styles.  Members will become familiar with jazz rhythms and articulations.  The ensemble performs at school concerts and nursing homes in the community.

Intramural Sports
*Archery/Volleyball
Archery will give you the opportunity to develop and refine the skills of shooting and aiming the bow and arrow.  Volleyball will be occasionally played in the winter months for students who enjoy this team sport.  This club will meet on Friday mornings with possible additional days and/or mornings.

*Basketball - Boys and Girls
These separate programs are open to students who would like to sharpen their playing skills while competing on grade level teams. Games will be held after school from November through March.

*Floor Hockey
This program provides an opportunity for students to sharpen their hockey skills in a competitive team arrangement. Games are played in the gym after school.

WEST BROOK MIDDLE SCHOOL
Co-Curricular Clubs

2008-2009

	CLUB
	ADVISOR(S)
	MONTHS
	DAYS

	
	
	
	


5th - 8th Grade Clubs

	Archery
	Mrs. Scuilla
	Fall/Spring
	Friday (7:45 AM)

	Art
	Ms. DeFelice
	Oct.-June
	Thursday

	Basketball (B&G)
	Mr. Goodman
	Oct.-June
	Tues./Thurs.

	Bridge Club
	Mrs. Fogel
	Oct-June
	Thursday

	Chess Club
	Mr. Smerdon
	Oct.-June
	Wednesday

	Creative Writing
	Ms. Yatto
	Oct.-June
	Wednesday

	Cultural Connection
	Mrs. Kelly/ Mrs. Digirolamo/ Ms. San Roman
	Oct.-June
	Varies

	Digital Photography
	Ms. Viscardo/Ms. Jiminez
	Oct.-June
	Tuesday

	Floor Hockey
	Mrs. Hluchan
	Oct.-June
	Wednesday

	REACT Club
	Mrs. Peterson/Mrs. Jenkins
	Oct.-June
	Wednesday

	Renaissance Society 
	Mrs. Morrisette/Mrs. Dowson
	Sept.-June
	Varies

	School Musical
	Ms. Lee/Ms. DeFelice
	Oct.-April
	Tues. – Thurs.

	Student Council
	Mrs. Dowson/  Mrs. Smerdon
	Sept.-June
	Third Tuesday

	TV
	Ms. Jiminez
	Sept.-June
	Daily

	Volleyball
	Ms. Scuilla
	Winter
	Thursday

	Young Astronauts
	Ms. Van Buren / Ms. Rejent
	Oct.-June
	Thursday


6th – 8th grade Clubs

	Newspaper
	Ms. Yu/Mrs. Smerdon
	Sept.-June
	Tuesday

	Chefs Club
	Mrs. Myers
	Oct.-June
	Tuesday

	Destination Imagination
	Mrs. Dziob
	Oct.-June
	Wednesday

	Flute Ensemble (Adv.)
	Mrs. Ahrendt
	Sept.-June
	Thursday

	Jazz Ensemble
	Mrs. Ahrendt
	Sept.-June
	Tuesday

	Literary Magazine
	Mrs. Dowson/Mrs. Smerdon
	Oct.-June
	Thursday

	Math Counts
	Mrs. Boehm
	Oct.-June
	Wednesday

	Ski Club
	Mr. Smerdon/Ms. Mendelson
	Winter
	Wednesday

	String Ensemble (Adv.)
	Ms. Gertel
	Sept.-June
	Wed. (7:30 AM)


7th – 8th Grade Clubs

	Yearbook
	Mrs. Ackley 
	Oct.-June
	Wednesday


* The room to which you report for the first meeting of the club will be included in the daily announcements. 
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